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Abi Strevens

Vocals and Flute 

on NOMAD’s

Just Wandering…
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July 2004 
Nomad - Just Wandering
Dan Bean has been listening to the latest album from the Oxford based band Nomad - read what he has to say about it.

By Dan Bean
What makes a good album? Most people would list catchy songs, skilled performances, good sound quality and an emotional range, maybe also a touch of something exotic or unusual. 
If we were to take apply this checklist to the debut album by Oxford collective Nomad, most listeners would no doubt check almost all the boxes. 
The songs definitely have catchy melodies, the musicians are all highly polished, the sound production is excellent - superbly clear in fact and there's a variety of songs for a range of moods. What's more, there's definitely an exotic touch to the LP, whether it's the unusual combination of voices as with the mixture of operatics and reggae chat on the first track 'Letting Go', or the oriental instruments found scattered across the rest of the ten songs on this album.
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‘Just Wandering’

(The Music Plant)
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Nomad dedicate their debut album to the memory of the late Slimma Levi, who died last December. The former Makating singer adds his trademark ragga bark to two of Nomad’s songs which bookmark this sprawling body of work.

Nomad is musical collective based around composer Mark Arnold, singer Abi Strevens, lyricist Andy Hart and producer Nat Duke. At various times this core is augmented by seven other musicians, including Slimma and operatic soprano Virginia de Ledesma. It is these two singers’ contribution to the album’s opening track, ‘Letting Go’, that best demonstrate the collective’s musical reach. Together with Abi, they take the song’s basic lounge funk and easy jazz onto a higher plane, away from dinner party ambience. 

From here it’s a meandering, though often exotic journey through three continents of laidback groove. There are African tribal rhythms on ‘Spirit’, Middle-Eastern beats and an Indian folk shimmer on ‘A Star’; Bulgarian folk harmonies on ‘Indigo Prayer’ and a psychedelic souk bar vibe on the tellingly-titled ‘Coffee Tabla’. At the centre of all this easy-going globe trotting is Abi Strevens’ voice – as clear as crystal, she sounds like young, latterday Sade, just occasionally slipping into a more sultry Elkie Brooks-style croak on ‘Rainfall’.

With tracks regularly clocking at anything between six and eleven minutes, it’s easy to slip into a reverie and let the trippy flute flights of fancy twitter round your head like cartoon birds, and the likes of ‘A Star’ are genuinely hypnotic, but you occasionally wish they’d up the vibe a bit and wrench you from your comfortable recline. 

Too often the words slick and tasteful spring to mind, but since the band originally came together to create film music, maybe mood is the key to the whole project. In which case, they could easily lose two tracks here - ‘Reach Out’ and ‘In The Flow’ – little more than cocktail lounge funk jams – to make for an inspired global funk soundtrack album.

Terry Molloy
PASSION Magazine 
August 2004
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MIXING old-style reggae toasting with opera vocals and a laid-back Dido/Massive Attack vibe, the first single released by Oxford collective Nomad is called Letting Go.

But its release is tinged with sadness as reggae singer Slimma Levi, who was also frontman of the band Makating, died just days after recording it. 

Nomad is the brainchild of Mark Arnold and started life as the soundtrack to a film that was never made, and now includes the Sade-esque vocals of Abi Strevens, plus input from lyricist Andy Hart and producer Nat Duke. Nomad’s album, featuring the Letting Go track and several others that are a great mix of chill, jazz and world influences, is available from many of the county’s record shops.

You can listen to track samples on the website www.nomadmusic.co.uk and order the CD there too.

	 [image: image2.jpg]


 

	BEST SELLING ‘CHILL OUT’ CDs
1. Beach House — 04:04
2. Cafe del Mar Volume 11
3. Ultimate Acoustic
4. Angel Beach — The Third Wave
5. Nomad — Just Wandering.
Compiled by Music World, Hart Street, Henley.
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From www.henley-on-thames.com/main/leisure/music.htm 
For further information contact:

Kate Smallman at The Music Plant  

66 Ferry Road  Oxford  OX3 0EU  England

T: +44 (0)1865 200808  

F: +44 (0)1865 201802

E: kate@nomadmusic.co.uk

W:www.nomadmusic.co.uk
To hear track samples, get more information on NOMAD

and to purchase the album, visit www.nomadmusic.co.uk






